Social deprivation and traumatic dental injuries among 14-year-old schoolchildren in Newham, London.
To assess the epidemiology of dental injuries among schoolchildren in Newham, London. This study was carried out as part of the annual Community Dental Service's School Dental Inspection (SDI) programme in Newham. All schoolchildren aged 14 years were invited to participate in the study. Dental examinations were carried out by one trained examiner (SM) and included presence of clinical evidence of dental injuries, treatment provided and needed in the upper and lower permanent incisors, size of incisal overjet and type of lip coverage. The postcode was recorded to assess the levels of social deprivation. 2242 out of 2684 children were examined. The prevalence of dental injuries was 23.7%. Treatment of dental injuries was neglected. Being male, having an incisal overjet greater than 5 mm and living in an overcrowded household increased the risk of having dental injuries. The prevalence of dental injuries in Newham (23.7%), which is a deprived area of London, was much higher than the overall prevalence in the UK (17%). Traumatic dental injuries seem to be a serious dental public health problem among children in deprived areas. Thus, there is an urgent need to collect local data on dental injuries in order to obtain a more comprehensive picture of the dental health.